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HOW TO
Change Colors and Fonts

Introduction
After adding text (described in HOW TO Add Text to Your Store), you would
probably like to change the colors or size, or change the background color behind
the text. This guide covers changing colors and fonts.

Miva Merchant’s Administrative Interface provides a straightforward way to
change colors for text, links, and backgrounds, which we discuss in this section.
We also discuss how to change the font face and size properties of text. (You can
also change colors and font properties using HTML, which is discussed in HOW
TO Change Text Using HTML.

About this Guide
Store images, representing certain looks or features, are shown with labels and
red arrows pointing to specific items in the store. The labels are links to an
Administrative Interface image.

• Click the red callout in the store to go to the corresponding Administrative
Interface page.

• To return to the store image page, click Adobe Reader’s Go Back (Go to
Previous View).

You will see one or more pages containing store images, followed by the
corresponding Administrative Interface image. In this way, you should be able to
locate the same entry point for the data you want to add to your store.

If you need more information for a specific function, go to http://www.miva.com/
docs/merchant/ and select the appropriate version link for the Miva Merchant User
Guides.

Selecting Schemes
How do you know which colors and fonts to select as you create your store? This
Guide will raise your awareness of the many options Miva Merchants provides.
You could obtain color scheme and font selection ideas from the Look & Feel
Configuration Wizard or from the samples provided here. You might also consider
acquiring ideas from some of the many sites on the Web dealing with color
schemes, typography, and overall Web design.

Miva Merchant provides an easy way to select your colors from a color selector.
However, you may also choose to enter the HTML hex value for a color. Keep in
the mind the web safe palette colors to keep your store’s colors universally
compatible with various operating systems. Check web design sites for additional
information about the web safe palette, and other color considerations. See the
Internet Resources Guide in this series of publications.

http://www.miva.com/docs/merchant/
http://www.miva.com/docs/merchant/
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Background Colors

Background Colors

Store Front
While you are choosing your color scheme, make the major color choices first.
What are the color you want to dominate? These consist of the body background,
and, if turned on, the navigation bar background and the category tree
background colors, shown in the image below.

If no color had been selected for the Category Tree Background, the Body
Background color (or image) would display behind the Category Tree.

Navigation Bar
Background

Category Tree
Background

Body Background
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Background Colors

Changing Background Colors
Miva Merchant provides an interface so you could easily change all the colors in
your store in the same data page. The arrows below show the background colors
displayed on the store front.

To Change Colors

1. Select your store name, then click the Colors link at the top of the data page.

2. Next to the item you want to change, enter the HTML Hex code (#ffffff) if you

know it. Otherwise, click the color symbol: (The Color Selector opens.)

3. Select the color you want, or enter the RGB values, then click Save.

4. Click the Update button at the bottom of the data page.
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Foreground and Background Colors

Foreground and Background Colors

The Product List Colors
Several pages of Miva Merchant stores contain List Headers, the bar at the top of
rows or partitions of a page.

In addition to the Product List page, other pages also have List Headers:

• Category Product Layout (Line Item format)

• Customer Account Information

• Related Products (Line Item format)

• Basket Contents

• Several Order pages

In the Product List image below notice:

• the List Header Foreground refers to the text of the List Header. The text is
the same color as the Body Background. This helps coordinate the look.

• the List Header Background background is the same color as the Navigation
Bar background. This also helps to coordinate the look.

Notice that the odd rows get their color from the Body Background. Therefore, to
achieve the banding effect, the List Alternate Background color needs to be set.

List Header Background

Body Background List Alternate Background

List Header Foreground



MM1072-02 5

Foreground and Background Colors

Order-Customer Information
The Order: Customer Information image, below, shows another example of List
Headers. As you see, the List Headers here are used here to partition parts of the
page.

List Header
Background

List Header
Foreground
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Foreground and Background Colors

Changing Foreground & Background Colors
Miva Merchant lets you change all the colors in your store in the same data page.

The List Headers (bar with text) colors are List Header Foreground and List
Header Background.

To Change Foreground and Background Colors

1. Select your store name, then click the Colors link at the top of the data page.

2. Next to the item you want to change, enter the HTML Hex code (#ffffff) if you

know it. Otherwise, click the color symbol: . The Color Selector opens.

3. Select the color you want, or enter the RGB values, then click Save.

4. Click the Update button at the bottom of the data page.
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Foreground and Background Colors

Product List Colors: Store has Background Image
Earlier, you learned where you can change the store’s background color. The
following Product List image is from a Store that uses an image as the
background. (You can learn more about adding images in the guide, Change and
Add Images in Your Store.)

Notice that both bands (List Alternate Background and the Body Background)
have color applied, otherwise the background image would show through, making
the text hard to read.

Note: If you use a background image, a more subtle image would be a better idea, so it
will not interfere with the text, and so the overall affect will not be distracting.
Otherwise, such as shown in the following image, you will need to cover up the
background image with a color.

Also, the color for the List Header Background (top bar) and the List Alternate
Background is the same. Since the background image is busy, making these two
colors the same minimizes additional distraction that another color could add.

List Header
Background

Body
Background

List Alternate
Background
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Foreground and Background Colors

Product List Colors (Store has Background Image)

The colors affecting the Product List page, which has a background image, are
identified by the arrows below.

To Change Foreground and Background Colors

1. Select your store name, then click the Colors link at the top of the data page.

2. Next to the item you want to change, enter the HTML Hex code (#ffffff) if you

know it. Otherwise, click the color symbol: . The Color Selector opens.

3. Select the color you want, or enter the RGB values, then click Save.

4. Click the Update button at the bottom of the data page.
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Text Colors

Text Colors

Category
After making the major color choices (body background, the navigation bar
background, and the category tree background colors), you want to select your
text colors. Besides ensuring the selected text colors coordinate with your
selected color scheme, you also want to ensure all the text colors can be seen
well on your background colors.

So, on the Store Front page, check that the Body Link as well as the Body Viewed
Link show up on the Category Tree Background color. (In the sample below, the
Body Viewed Link and the Body Link are the same color.)

Body Viewed Link

Body Link

Body Text
(Category
Tree Header)

Body Text
(Category Tree
Footer) Body Text

(Category Footer)

(Category Header)

Body Text
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Text Colors

Product List Text Colors
Products List is a good page to use to check that your selected colors for the Body
Text, Body Link, and Body Viewed Link coordinate or contrast with your
background colors. Typically, you would want the Body Link to stand out more
than the Body Viewed Link. Notice that the Body Viewed Links below are different
from the body link. Doing so helps your e-shopper know which items they’ve
already browsed. (Sometimes, these links are set to the same colors.)

Body Active
Link

Body
Text

Body Text

Body Viewed
Link
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Text Colors

Changing Body Text Colors
The color of the text in headers and footers is determined by the Body Text color.

To change body text colors:

1. Select your store name, then click the Colors link at the top of the data page.

2. Next to the item you want to change, enter the HTML Hex code (#ffffff) if you

know it. Otherwise, click the color symbol: . The Color Selector opens.

3. Select the color you want, or enter the RGB values, then click Save.

4. Click the Update button at the bottom of the data page.
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Header Foreground

Header Foreground
Many titles are automatically displayed by Miva Merchant, such as the product
title, shown below. (It uses the name of the product you entered when you added
products.) But for categories, as you learned previously, you can choose whether
or not to display the Category Title. Whether Miva Merchant enters the title
automatically or you choose to display the title, you select the color of the titles in
the Administration Interface with the Header Foreground entry.

Other Header Foreground Color Pages
The text color of the following items is determined by the Header Foreground
color for the following:

• Category

• Product, Related Items (Expanded and Line Item format)

• Product List, Search List, and Basket Content

• Affiliate Information and Commissions

• Missing Required Attributes

• Order: Upsale

• Invoice: Order Number and Time/Date stamp

Header
Foreground
(Product Title)
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Header Foreground

Changing Header Foreground Color

To change Header Foreground Color

1. Select your store name, then click the Colors link at the top of the data page.

2. Next to the item you want to change, enter the HTML Hex code (#ffffff) if you

know it. Otherwise, click the color symbol: . The Color Selector opens.

3. Select the color you want, or enter the RGB values, then click Save.

4. Click the Update button at the bottom of the data page.

You may also enter the HTML hex code (#ffffff) in the text box. When you do so,
you want to make sure the color is a web-safe color.
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Category Tree Font

Category Tree Font
The font face and size of the entire category tree can be changed at the same time.

The Store Front Welcome Message font face and size do not change using the Fonts page.
You can use HTML here which you’ll learn about in use HTML here, which you’ll learn about in
another publication of this series.

Category
Tree Text

Store Front Welcome Message Note: the font face
and size do not change using the Fonts page. You
can use HTML here. (See the guide “Change Text
with HTML.”
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Category Tree Font

Changing Category Tree Font
When you change the name of a font, you want to make sure that you include
fonts that are likely to be present on various operating environments. Notice the
Font Face names for the Category Tree Text Face to ensure the equivalent font is
used for Windows, MacIntosh, and Unix operating systems.

There are design and typographical sites on the Web that list the standard fonts
available in the different operating environments. You may want to visit those
sites. (See Internet Resources guide.)

When you change the Category Tree Text Face and Size, it changes the
Customer Login and Account link, Category Tree Headers and Footers, and the
Category links.

To Change Category Tree Font

1. Select your store name, then click the Fonts link.

2. Change the Face and Size, as desired.

3. Click the Update button.
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Body Text Font

Body Text Font
As it relates to the font face and size, most of the text in your store is considered
Body Text. (You will see this designation in the administration interface.)

Headers and Footers
Headers and Footers font face and size, except those for the Category Tree, are
determined by the Body Text entries. The sample below shows the header and
footer for the top-level category, Desk Top Items.

Body
Text Font
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Body Text Font

Product Text Font
The font face and size of the product headers and footers, product description,
and the text entered by Miva Merchant is determined by the Body Text.

Body Text Font

(Product Header)

(Product Footer)

(Product Description)

(Product data)
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Body Text Font

Product List Text Font
Nearly all the text’s font face and size on this page are determined by the Body
Text. (Code, Name, and Price are not body text, but are Header Text.)

Body
Text
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Body Text Font

Changing Body Text Font
When you change the name of a font, you want to make sure that you include the
name of fonts that are likely to be present on various operating environments.
Notice there are two Font Face names for Body Text to ensure the equivalent font
is used for Windows, MacIntosh, and Unix operating systems.

When you change the Body Text Face and Size, it changes the headers and
footers (except for the Category Tree, which has its own entry), text entered by
Miva Merchant (except Titles), and links.

To Change Body Text Font

1. Select your store name, then click the Fonts link.

2. Change the Face and Size, as desired.

3. Click the Update button.
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Header Text Font

Header Text Font
Whether Miva Merchant automatically displays a title, or you choose to display it
(as with the Category Title), you determine the font face and size of all titles using
the Administration Interface.

Category Header Text Font

Other Header Text Font Pages
Titles are included on other pages in your store. They are:

• Category

• Product

• Related Items (Expanded and Line Item format)

• Missing Required Attributes

• Order: Payment Information

• Invoice Order Number and Time/Date stamp

Header Text
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Header Text Font

Changing Header Text Font
When you change the name of a font, you want to make sure that you include the
name of fonts that are likely to be present on various operating environments.
Notice there are two Font Face names for Body Text to ensure the equivalent font
is used for Windows, MacIntosh, and Unix operating systems.
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List Header Text Font

List Header Text Font
Several pages of your store contain List Headers, the bar at the top of rows or
partitions of a page. Other pages that also have List Headers include:

• Customer Account Information

• Category Product Layout (Line Item format)

• Product List (Line Item format)

• Related Products (Line Item format)

• Search (Line Items format, found list)

• Basket Contents

• Order: Create Customer Account

• Order: Select Shipping/Payment

• Order: Payment Information

List
Header
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List Header Text Font

Changing List Header Text Font
When you change the name of a font, you want to make sure that you include the
name of fonts that are likely to be present on various operating environments.
Notice there are two Font Face names for Body Text to ensure the equivalent font
is used for Windows, MacIntosh, and Unix operating systems.

To Change Header Text Font

1. Select your store name, then click the Fonts link.

2. Change the Face and Size, as desired.

3. Click the Update button.
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